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Sunday, Febnuury 18,199S T H E DXJGRANGO HERAUD 

upper Animas plan 
first of its kind 

Mining co., 
state reach 
cleanup 
compromise 
By Electa Draper 
H6r3id Regional ^ i to f 

Suimyside Gold Coip. reponcd Friday k 
has reached a landmari: compromise with 
die state to deaia up sevexal long-aban­
doned mine, sites it doesn't, own in the 
Upper Animas Basin. By doing so, Sunny­
side can seal up its own mine, yvapup recla-
inatioa and esic the basin in a few years. 

Sunnyside Manager Bill Coodhard said 
the company has agreed to remove mine 
caihngs at Boulder Greek, Pride ofthe West, 
Koehler Longfellow and other sites near Sil­
verton, '(̂ 4̂ ere property owners reportedly 
cannot be held accountable - for lack of 
resources or other reasons. These old mines 
still load heavy metals into area creeks,and 
the Animas Rĥ ei: 

If all goes according to plan, Sunnyside's 
anddpaied improvements in water quality 
at these sites will offiet any problems attrib­
utable to closure of its own mine, thus free­
ing, the j:om[giajay_ .̂of̂ any future liahiUty, 
bccatueofit. ' '̂ i 

The last of San Juan County's big opcrv 
tions, Surmyside Gold Mine shut down • 
1991 after producing gold and other meta,. 
off and on since 1872. About two years agi, 
the last operator of the mine, Sunnyside 
Gold Corp., began its final phase of recla­
mation, plugging four mine tunnels with 
steel-reinforced concrete to diven water 
flowing out of mine portal into natural 
channels. 

I 

The state Mined Land Reclamation 
Board granted Sunnyside Gold Corp. a per­
mit in 199S to hydraulically seal its mine. 
But the company and the Colorado Depan-
ment of Public Health and Environment 
disagreed on the nature of seeps and 
springs likely to form after the American 

Tuimel was plugged and 
the mine flooded with 
water. Shotild any new 
springs be considered 
point-source discharges ' 
of pollution and sutgect 
to pennits? i 

Sunnyside sued the 
department in May 1994 
to prevent it from requir­
ing new discharge per- 1 
mits. 

*The Health Depart- : 
ment had soxî bt to hold ', 
Sunnyside liable fbr the 
effects of restoring the 

pre-mining. groundwater condirions," the 
company stated in a press Telease Friday. 
'Sunnyside sued co get clarificadon of the 
state's enforcement of water quality rules.... 
The lawsuit would have resolved the appar­
ent differences between the two state agen­
des' reclamation directives.* 

Instead. Sunnyside and the Water Quaii-
ty Control Division of the Health Depart­
ment reached a setdement - substitute 
remediation of several aouble sites omade 
of Sunnyside's operations. The setdenteni 
reportedly is under review by ± e aito ncy 
general's office, and a coun-ordered :on-
sent decree must be obtained to male it 
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SUNrJYSIDEGOLO Corp. workers, above, in 1Sd4 prepared the 
Americar Tunnel of Ibe Sunnyside GoW Mine tc»r plugging. Some 
'""20 tons rf : ^ •JifsinfoTBei.jBOncrete :V(elcB.̂ used_to' create a 
':£i:;? -̂fft-long hydraulic seal, shown beiow, deep within the 

SPECIAL TO rK£ MeRALDi«COTT S. WARREN 
two-mile tunnel. When valves are closed in the next few months, 
ttte seal wnll greatiy slow the flow of mrnecaMaden water at the 
tuanel'^ portal, but could create ^springsLjand .seeps inothec' 
areas. 

final. 
.Animas Watershed Coordinator 

Bill Simon, who works for a consor­
tium of private and government 
interests called the Animas River 
Sdkehotders. said the settlement is 
"chancy, but we've got to go for it." 

'This may not be the best we 
could hope for. but it may be die 
best we're going to get." Simon 
said. "It's a negouaced settlement. 
It's a new way of doing things." 

Simon said die setdement might 
not improve basin water quality, 
but it should help prevent woisen-
ing contaminadon by heavy metals, 
such as iron, zinc, manganese and 
aluminum. 

Surmyside, which is one of the 
.\nimas Stakeholders (along wth 
environmental interests and local. 

state and federal agendes), has 
spent almost 510 million on reda-
madon at the Sunnyside Mine and 
Mayflower Mill. It e:cpects to spend 
$5 million co $10 million and nvo 
/̂ears on reclamation required in 

± e settieraent. 
Sunnyside is a wholly owned sub­

sidiary of Denver-'oased Echo Bay 
Inc., a large gold producer with 
mines in die United States and 
Canada. Echo Bay purchased the 
Sunnyside property in 1985 
through bankruptcy proceedings 
for Standard Metal. I: put ± e mine 
back into production from 1985 
undl 1991. w'nen 'economically 
viable gold deposits played out the 
base metals market would no 
longer support the cost of opera-; 
dons." 
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